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What an achievement!
We are very proud to announce that Ability Dogs 4 Young People has
been awarded the prestigious Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.

This award was created by The Queen in
2002 to celebrate the anniversary of the
Queen’s coronation, recognising excellence in
voluntary activities carried out by groups in the
community. It is the MBE for volunteer groups.
The work we do for the community was very
much admired by the independent Assessment
Committee, chaired by Sir Martyn Lewis CBE.
The award of The Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service 2018 represents a tremendous
achievement for all of us. We feel immensely
proud of the recognition that this Award
represents.
The variety of tasks that volunteers undertake
was recognised. Our largest group of
volunteers are our puppy parents who care for
and train the puppies. We have a lovely group

of volunteers who help with the fundraising
activities including running the charity shops,
recycling and helping at events. Other
volunteers help with administration. Overall
92% of our hours are covered by the work of
volunteers.
A huge
thank you
to all our
volunteers
and to
everyone
who
supports
us.
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Our Ability Dogs:
We now have twenty-three working Ability Dogs
across the Isle of Wight.
In April, Trixie moved in with
Sophie and her family. Sophie
is just 7 years old and has
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus
(a build-up of fluid on the
brain) and autism. Throughout
her young life, she has had
a multitude of hospital visits
for operations and tests. In
addition, Sophie’s ability to
walk any distance is limited.
Trixie is already helping Sophie by giving her
confidence and companionship. For example,
when Trixie first went to the hospital with Sophie
the nurses were able to complete EEG tests. All
previous attempts had failed because, without Trixie
to cuddle, Sophie had major panic attacks.
Amongst other things, Trixie has been trained to
help with Sophie’s physio. Special games of tug and
touch have been invented for them to play together.
The bond between them is lovely and it is great to
see the difference Trixie is making.
Also in April, Red moved in with
Danny who is in his 20’s, is a
full-time wheelchair user and has
multiple disabilities, including
autism. Red provides Danny
with something to talk about
as he likes to tell people about
his new Ability Dog. Danny’s
favourite activity is throwing balls
for Red to fetch, which is good
exercise for Danny.

Our Training Ability Dogs and Puppies:
Blue is just over 2 years old.
We held him back a little
because he could be a little
over excitable. The extra
months of training have
really made a difference and
he has just been matched
with a recipient. We are also
taking things slowly with
Caddie who is a little more
reserved. He too has come
a long way recently and will
shortly be starting his Ability
Dog training.
Brandy and Sophie, brother and sister have
progressed really well with their puppy training.
Sophie was matched and has been training with her
new recipient since January. Brandy has just started
his Ability Dog training.
Pickle is a very long legged
black Labrador who
has always shown great
promise. Although he is
only 14 months old, we
have matched and placed
him with Kate. She was
part of our Own Trained
programme. Although her
dog called Hope is very
helpful around the home,
Hope is too nervous of people to help Kate when
she’s out and about. We see Pickle as ideal.
We have just collected our second and third
puppies of the year. Tammy is a black Labrador and
is related to Pickle and Shadow. Duskie is a yellow
Labrador and has a little bit of Georgie (our first
Ability Dog) in her lines.

Own Trained Ability Dogs:

Team and Therapy Ability Dogs:

Another dog on our Own
Trained program has passed
her Public Access test. Aggie
is a 2 year old Jackapoo.
Kerry and Gary attended
our Paws 4 U sessions with
their sons Kye and River for
about a year. It then became
apparent that Kerry is allergic
to dog hair, and, River, who
has autism, doesn’t like the
mess from dog hair.

Most importantly, Aggie enables them to enjoy
quality family time together out on long walks.

...we’d love to hear from you.

For River, who is nearly 16,
Aggie provides comfort to
help with his stress and
anxieties. River is soon to
start his GCSE’s, so when
he gets back from school he
plays with Aggie to enable him
to de-stress and relax. In his
own words “life doesn’t suck
anymore”!

01983 216246

Kye, who is nearly 20 and has Downs Syndrome
and severe learning difficulties has gained in
confidence. When Aggie is out with him in her
green jacket, people will have conversations with
him. She also wakes him up with kisses in the
morning and provides comfort and more kisses
when he is tired.

The Northwood Primary School puppy, Betty has
been progressing really well on our Own Trained
program. Betty has been bought by Northwood
Primary School to be their school Therapy Dog.
She is already making a difference, taking part in
sessions where the children can read to her. She
is also providing comfort to the children who have
anxieties that affect their interaction with other
people.
If you would like to get involved, please call us on:

It was clear just how much the presence of a dog
could help with Kye and River. With help from Carol,
they visited a breeder and found Aggie. It was
instant love when she was brought home.
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New Patron:

More To Celebrate:
Congratulations to Kate and Bailey-Ann who have
both won High Sheriff Awards.

Another exciting announcement is the appointment
of a new Patron. Charlotte Corney is a well known
animal lover and conservationist. After 40 years of
being a family business, The Isle of Wight Zoo has
become a charity and now belongs to The Wildheart
Trust (reg charity 1171144) which was set up to
make a meaningful impact on the health of the
natural world as well as improving the well-being of
animals in human care.
We are honoured that Charlotte is our new Patron
and look forward to working closely with her.

New Shop Opening:
We are excited to announce that we have a new
charity shop in Newport. This has given us the
opportunity to sell much larger items. The shop
sells everything from furniture to ornaments and
clothing to jewellery. Please feel free to have a look
around – it’s at 16, Pyle Street, Newport, PO30
1JW. You can also drop off any items there for us to
sell or recycle.

Kate is 19 years old and has a
progressive genetic condition that
causes damage to the nervous
system. When Kate was 10
years old, she fell into a diabetic
coma. After this, she began
to lose her mobility. As well as
volunteering for Ability Dogs 4
Young People, Kate has also
secured a job at Sandown Bay
Academy in their careers’ office.
Bailey-Ann is 10 years old and has cerebral palsy.
She struggles with anxiety attacks and night
terrors. She can also frequently feel out of control
in situations, which has meant that she has had a
low attendance at school. There is a possibility that
Bailey-Ann has autism as well. Yara was placed with
Bailey-Ann in March 2016.
As a result of having Yara, Bailey-Ann grew in
confidence enough that for a period of time she
was attending school regularly and doing well at her
studies. At night, Yara settles down with Bailey-Ann
for her to go to sleep, she
reassures her and helps
with the night terrors.
On bath nights,
Bailey-Ann goes and
hides in her wardrobe –
all part of a great game
that means Yara has to
find her.
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